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accept the foolish suggestion by some commentators that
the Scriptures use the term “Sun” as a reference to Christ
because the pagans worshipped the sun. The truth is ex-
actly the opposite; the pagans worship the sun because the
truth of God was turned into a lie. David and Malachi did
not try to adapt, accommodate, or purify paganism; paganism
had corrupted revelation. Romans 1 is unmistakable—those
who reject truth worshipped and served the creature more
than the Creator. David and Malachi (and later Luke and Pe-
ter, who use the term Daystar in reference to Christ) did not
follow paganism; paganism copied truth and defiled it.

Scripture gives no mandate to have any day established
as a day to remember that God was manifest in the flesh,
that the Word became flesh, that He Who spoke the worlds
into being was wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a
manger. I believe that those who acknowledged Him as King
determined to do so and did so to honor Him as King of
kings and LORD of Lords.

Historians find apparent references to a remembrance
of the birth of Jesus Christ by churches as early as the sec-
ond century—referred to, in translations from the Latin, as
“the Feast of the Nativity.” It became a part of the Roman
Catholic calendar in the 330’s—but it did not originate
there or then. It was added, because it was already being
observed. This feast rose from the people.

Now the question is fairly asked, “Were those who first
began the observance of a feast to remember the birth of
the LORD Jesus Christ true believers or were they those
trying to redeem pagan customs?” Why would believers,
true believers, ever begin observing a day or a time for the
remembrance of the birth of jesus of Nazareth? Even more,
why would they select a day connected with the worship of
the sun—the winter solstice, the pagan celebration of the
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friend loves Chanukah. He waits a whole year for it to
come. I once asked him, “What are you celebrating?”
“The cleansing and re-dedication of the Temple.”
“The one built by King Herod and destroyed in 70 A.D.
by the Romans?”
“Yes, we have a wonderful time. This is our favorite
time. We wait all year for Chanukah.”

Interestingly enough, there was a great debate among
the Jewish scholars living at the time of the LORD Jesus as
to whether the practice should be to light eight candles the
first night and reduced the number by one each day or to
start with one and increase by one each day. The latter
opinion finally won the struggle and became the accepted
method of observance in later times.

Chanukah is an interesting celebration for the Jews to
observe so faithfully through the centuries. The Jews have
no Biblical warrant to observe Chanukah. There is no men-
tion in the Old Testament—no suggestion, no hint, no
prophecy of this event and no record of the actual circum-
stances because Chanukah is connected with an incident
that occurred between the Testaments, about 160 years
before the birth of Christ. There is no scriptural basis for
Chanukah—yet no commentator that I have read ever con-
demns the Jews for creating Chanukah. Instead, the com-
mentaries take great pains to explain the background of
the feast and, then, apply the great background this man-
devised, man-instituted, man-named Chanukah provides for
the sermon by the LORD Jesus in John 8. As John Gill wrote,

And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication,

etc. That is, of the temple; not as built by Solomon or as

rebuilt by Zerubabel, for there were no annual feasts
appointed in commemoration of either of these; and be-
sides, they were neither of them in the winter time; the

{Continued on page 16)
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be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Simeon calls the eight-day old Baby the “Salvation” of
God to all people, verse 28-32.

Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and
said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy sal-
vation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all
people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of
thy people Israel.

Certainly, the birth of the LORD Jesus is THE birth of all
births worth rejoicing and celebration. However, there is an
even stronger and, to me, a far stranger prototype in an-
other Jewish feast that is not mentioned in the Old Testa-
ment—but is acknowledged in the New Testament—the Jew-
ish commemoration of Chanukah, called “the Feast of Dedi-
cation” in the New Testament. I call attention to John
10:22.

And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and

it was winter.

A Messianic Hebrew friend uses this passage to affirm
that the LORD Jesus recognized Chanukah and to validate
his remembrance of the day. (Actually, the passage shows
that the Feast of Dedication was observed at the time of Je-
sus of Nazareth and nothing more. While this mention by
John does not prove that the LORD Jesus observed the
feast, it also cannot be used to show that He disapproved of
the feast. It does prove that the Jews observe this day as a
special time and that the LORD Jesus did not rebuke them
for having violated the word of the LORD by doing so.) This
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rebirth of the sun?

There is a pattern, a precedent, in the Scriptures by
which believers could have decided to observe the birth of
the LORD Jesus. The story is the essence of the Book of
Esther. The pertinent passage for our thought is found in
chapter nine, verses 17 through 32.

On the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the

fourteenth day of the same rested they, and made it a

day of feasting and gladness. But the Jews that were at
Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day
thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof. and on the fif-
teenth day of the same they rested, and made it a day
of feasting and gladness. Therefore the Jews of the vil-
lages, that dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the four-
teenth day of the month Adar a day of gladness and

feasting, and a good day, and of sending portions one to
another. And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent let-

ters unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of
the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, To stablish this

among them, that they should keep the fourteenth day
of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same,

yearly, As the days wherein the Jews rested from their
enemies, and the month which was turned unto them
from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good
day: that they should make them days of feasting and

joy, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts
to the poor. And the Jews undertook to do as they had
begun, and as Mordecai had written unto them; Because
Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy
of all the Jews, had devised against the Jews to destroy
them, and had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to consume
them, and to destroy them; But when Esther came be-
fore the king, he commanded by letters that his wicked
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