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LUKE 16:8 “the children of this world
are in their generation
wiser than the children of light.”

When the intelligence of the black-robed twosome of
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals revealed itself to the
nation, it seemed as if America prepared for war. Only
the explosion of the Maine, the sinking of the Lusitania,
the Day of Infamy at Pearl Harbor, or the Fall of the
World Trade Center united Americans to battle as
quickly. At least, one would surmise this to be so from
the media’s presentation of the expressions of shock,
anger, and sundry inflammatory comments. According
to the news-maker/reporters, the milling millions are
enraged; this engagement of attention forced marched
suddenly emboldened politicians from liberal senators
to conservative dogcatchers (A liberal dogcatcher, while
intriguing to contemplate as a theoretical potential,

(Continued on page 3)
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These are days that stir the soul and heart of the be-
liever. While the LORD Jesus will not return until the ap-
pointed time and while that day may not come for a
hundred years, I believe the time of the end is nearing,
even at the door. I know that previous generations have
anticipated that events signaled that the Trump would
soon sound and went to be with the LORD through the
valley rather than being caught away to meet Him in
the air. I know that setting a date is sinfully wrong, not
—— st Wrong. But I also know that

This publication is it is not wrong to pray for His
mailed to youon  soon appearing and to watch as

purpose. Someone  “these things begin to come to
who knows you pass’ with my head lifted up,

believed that you o, o ting my redemption to be
would profit by drawing nigh h

receiving and read- g nigh, as the LORD Jesus

ing it. If you do not commanded me to do. I affirm

agree, we will remove with Paul that the day of my re-

your name from the demption (and his) is far nearer
next possible as I write this article than it was

mailing. We have no 1o day T or he first believed.

desire to intrude or
offend. Most of my readers would

O ——— (Continued on page 23)
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readily signify agreement with a heartfelt
“Amen, even so come LORD Jesus.” The
great challenge that we have is to live as we believe. We
have the doctrine in our heads and in our hearts, but
our minds, our eyes, our ears, our feet, our hands, and
our wallets are “indoctrinated” in reforming this old
world to make it a better place in which to water our
cattle, rear our children, and retire “to enjoy life for a
change.” I fear we, like Lot, have righteous souls that
are vexed; and, perhaps, as he was, we are not sick
enough of this Sodom and Gomorrah to be homesick
for Heaven. How sad that we are content to sit in the

gate of Sodom, when we PI’I one: 850-944-5545

should yearn to enter
the pearly gates above. Fax: §50-944-9822
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her fruit. 11 And I called for a drought upon the
land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn,
and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon
that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon
men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the
hands.

They were using a bag with holes rather than a holy
bag. The House of God (‘consider’ 1 Timothy 3:15) was
neglected so they could pursue their own houses
(‘consider’ Luke 12:21 with 2 Timothy 2:5 and Matthew
5:19 and 28:17-20). They did not seek first the king-
dom of God; they feathered their own nests.

Perhaps it is time for us to stop chasing windmills
and to get to the occupation that ought to occupy us
until He comes—obedience to the assigned task.

—Pastor Manley
endnotes

*August 17, 1954, President Eisenhower, in recognition of the ini-
tiative of the Knights of Columbus in originating and sponsoring
the amendment to the Pledge of Allegiance, said:

We are particularly thankful to you for your part in the movement
to have the words "under God' added to our Pledge of Allegiance.
These words will remind Americans that despite our great physical
strength we must remain humble. They will help us to keep con-
stantly in our minds and hearts the spiritual and moral principles
which alone give dignity to man, and upon which our way of life is
founded. For the contribution which your organization has made to
this cause, we must be genuinely grateful.”

Reprint permission always granted;

acknowledgment appreciated.
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(Continued from page 1)

would be a hilariously impractical reality.) to the cam-
era podia, volunteering to stand in the door of the
courthouse. That wise old bird of the senate, the for-
mer white-robed Klu Klux Klansman of West Virginia,
arose to say he would personally recite the pledge any-
where at anytime, and dared anyone to stop him. Con-
gressmen gathered on the steps of the capitol and re-
cited the pledge en masse. Though those two bodies of
legislative deli%eration have opened each day’s business
with prayer and the pledge for generations—usually in
the sacred presence of the hired help, the person as-
signed the task of saying the pledge, the cleric en-
trusted with the prayer, and the temporarily designated
president (Senate) or speaker (House), the day after the
disturbed duo released their majority opinion, even the
sick and the infirmed assembled and rose as one for the
pledge. Our Congress, who in recent memory could not
agree on a single item of national urgency, passed un-
opposed resolutions in support of the pledge. The at-
tendant antics and activities were fascinating to watch.
Political correctness was suddenly without visible means
of political support.

However, the ignorance and inanity of the decision
itself was the chief attraction in the sideshow. The two
most reversed federal jurists in America (Currently and,
perhaps, it is suggested, historically.) decreed that the
pledge of allegiance is an unconstitutional invocation to
God—a prayer. The court distributed its wisdom; the
media disseminated the oracle, and the lynch mob be-

an to form. It seemed the term “hanging judge” might
ave a new meaning. So many supporters of God came
(Continued on page 4)
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out of the woodwork that one of the two adjudicators
of law, without receiving a petition to do so, issued a
stay on the order that he wrote for the court, effec-
tively ruling the pledge remains constitutional until the
entire Circuit of impaneled wisdom assemble to re-hear
the case. This time, the judge seemed willing to reverse
himself and, for his overnight waffling, was publicly ac-
cused by the other consenting judge of “caving in” to
(right-wing, fundamentalist) public pressure.

The most commonly heard remark, from politician
and laymen alike, was a spontaneous non-scripted, "I
can't believe this is happening in America." It was as
though Mr. Van Winkle finally snored himself awake,
and Rip arose from a double sleep of forty years. Ameri-
cans appeared to have forgotten that the ink had
hardly dried from the President’s (Eisenhower* see end
note) signature on the legislation (credited to the
Knights of Columbus and not strongly supported by a

oodly number of ‘separation of church and state’
Baptists) adding “under God” to the pledge, when the
Warren Supreme Court granted Mary Madelyn Murray’s
petition and evicted God from the public schools. Even
though later high court decisions Evad stipulated that
phrases such as “God bless America” were generically in-
nocuous, colloquial speech, without religious value or
meaning and is in the same conversational class as say-
ing “God bless you” after a sneeze— [Which, in itself, is
an interesting comparison, since that practice is indeed
connected to superstition. Flowing from Roman, Greek,
German, and Scandinavian religions, the practice devel-
oped in the great plague of the Black Death in 590,
(Continued on page 5)

Don Quixote Christians
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They are always wanting ‘a better way,” hoping for ‘a
higher calling,’ and tuning to ‘a different drummer’
Launching crusades, linking movements, and lusting for
new methodology, believers are “dreaming the impossi-
ble dream” whi%ey seeking “a ministry,” rather than, as
obedient sheep, following the Chief Shepherd in the
ministry that He left them, the local New Testament
Church—the one institution that brings eternal glory to
the Father (Ephesians 3:21, Unto him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world with-
out end. Amen.) The goal for believers, the program of
God for today, is settled. It is in the word of God and no
new revelations are to be accepted; the word is sealed.
The LORD of hosts spoke to Israel, Haggai chapter
one, about her substitution of her goals for His purpose
for her. He was not pleased.
5 Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Con-
sider your ways. 6 Ye have sown much, and bringbin
little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but
ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there
is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth
wages to put it into a bag with holes. 7 Thus saith
the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 8 Go up to
the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house;
and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified,
saith the LORD. 9 Ye looked for much, and, lo, it
came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did
blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because
of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man
unto his own house. 10 Therefore the heaven over
you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from
(Continued on page 22)
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Acts records that the churches planted during the days
of the apostles following obediently the command of
the LORD Jesus. As directed by the Holy Spirit, Paul,
James, Peter, John, and jude wrote epistles to those
same churches or churches planted by those churches
encouraging them in the work and correcting areas of
error or failure. Then, John penned seven letters, per-
sonally dictated by the LORD Jesus Christ and sent
those letters to seven then existing churches evaluating
the obedience of those seven churches. He then closed
the revelation of the will of God.

It is vain to search the depths of the earth to bring
up a different version of the “goal.” It is folly to storm
the battlements of Heaven seeking a new directive. The
word has been given and sealed. There is no new light
sent from God. Additionally, it is unnecessary, and most
dangerous, to borrow new carts from the world to use
to obey the command of God. The message is the
method and the method is the message—

1 Corinthians 1

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that

erish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is
the power of God. 19 For it is written, I will destroy
the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the
understanding of the prudent. 20 Where is the wise?
where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this
world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this
world? 21 For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

American believers are “Don Quixote Christians.”
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(Continued from page 4)

when excessive sneezing preceded death, as a form of
“last rites.”] —nonetheless, these two legal wizards adju-
dicated that a simple prepositional phrase, “under God,”
constitutes a prayer.

Obviously, neither jurist understands English gram-
mar. Amusingly, petitioners before the very court in
question, traditionally use the word “pray” in the pres-
entation of their formal legal request. [I wonder if the
lawyer who represented this man used the term in his
petition, perhaps “We pray the court for relief.”] It is
equally as obvious that neither of the two has any con-
cept of what prayer actually is. A prepositional phrase
cannot be construed as constituting a prayer under
“the laws” of the English language. A prepositional
phrase may only function as a noun, an adjective, or an
adverb, according to the University of Ottawa,; it is not
a complete thought. The word “God” standing by itself
might be a prayer or it might be a vain use; however,
within the construction of a prepositional phrase, the
word “God” cannot be spoken as a prayer. Additionally,

“[the prepositional] phrase is a 'nonheaded’ con-

struction in English since no one constituent func-

tions as the center of the phrase, the center on
which the other elements depend. Instead, the struc-
ture is divided into two functional components - the

preposition followed by its complement. In general, a

prepositional phrase expresses a relationship be-

tween the complement of the preposition and some
other constituent of the sentence.” Daniel Kies, Pro-
fessor Modern English Grammar, College of Dupage

In simple English, in the English language a preposi-

(Continued on page 6)

-



r THE BAPTIST HERITAGE FOR AUGUST 2002

THE BAPTIST HERITAGE FOR AUGUST 2002

Don Quixote Christians

(Continued from page 5)

tional phrase describes or identifies. The “nonheaded
construction” of the words “under God” makes them,
even to “knot-heads,” descriptive and explanatory; they
are not petitionary. Deity is neither addressed nor in-
voked by the vocalization of the phrase “under God.”
No entreaty is made; no appeal is submitted; no plea is
tendered; no request is stated; no desire is sought; no
hope is uttered; no wish is expressed, no petition is ten-
dered—no help or aid, no blessing or relief, no protec-
tion or deliverance is sought. It is impossible legiti-
mately to infer linguistically that the use of the words
“under” and “God” as either “God under” or “under
God” have the constitution of a prayer.

Neither man brings even a tattered shred of eviden-
tiary substantiation verifying a rudimentary possession
of the habit of addressing the Supreme judge of all the
earth, before Whom both shall stand. Neither judge ap-
parently knows what it means to pray. I guess one cou[’d
say that they “haven’t got a prayer.” Until each indi-
vidually learns what it means to pray—as in, “God be
merciful to me a sinner”—they will remain in self-
imposed blindness, not liking to retain God in all their
thoughts, because that is what the ruling reveals about
them. These men are not disturbed about praying; they
are determined that no god, least of all the God of
Heaven, shall rule over them. The phrase, “under God,”
was construed as a prayer only for the purpose of re-
movinﬁ an acknowledgment that there is a Supreme
Somet inF-or-other beyond Man. As the female plaintiff
in a similar court case pending in Oskaloosa County
Florida expressed her purpose, “I am religious, but I do

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 18)
as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou

shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not
of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanc-
tify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have
I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanc-
tified through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also which shalrbelieve on me
through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gav-
est me I have given them; that they may be one,
even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me,
that they may be made perfect in one; and that the
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast
loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24 Father, I will
that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me
where I am; that they may behold my glory, which
thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, the
world hath not known thee: but I have known thee,
and these have known that thou hast sent me.

26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will

declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved

me may be in them, and I in them.

To accomplish this goal, the Son of God instituted
His church (Matthew 16) and instructed that instituted
church (Matthew 28) to carry out the goal. The Book of
(Continued on page 20)
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thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent. 4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have
finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 5 And
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self
with the glory which I had with thee before the
world was.
6 1 have manifested thy name unto the men which
thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were,
and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy
word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatso-
ever thou hast given me are of thee.
8 For I have given unto them the words which thou
avest me; and they have received them, and have
Enown surely that I came out from thee, and they
have believed that thou didst send me.
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for
them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.
10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I
am glorified in them. 11 And now I am no more in
the world, but these are in the world, and I come to
thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name
those whom thou hast given me, that they may be
one, as we are. 12 While I was with them in the
world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gav-
est me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the
son of perdition; that the scripture might be ful-
filled. 13 And now come I to thee; and these things I
speak in the world, that they might have my joy ful-
filled in themselves.
14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath
hated them, because they are not of the world, even
(Continued on page 19)
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not want my child influenced to believe in a male chau-
vinist Christian god by the public school.” She, as appar-
ently do those judges, finds “under God” to be a biblical
call to “repentance from dead works and of faith” in the
LORD Jesus Christ. She does not oppose religion, just
Christianity. Nero was also religious; he too just op-
posed “the exclusivity of the God of the Bib]je.” The

word “god,” even capitalized in common American

not have this Man”—the God Man, the LORD Jesus
Christ, “to rule over them.”

There is a great hypocrisy in the pandering of the
legislative bodies, the executive offices, and the judicial
system of this nation. The Bible and all sacred reference
or religious use of anything remotely reflecting crea-
tion, God, or Jesus Christ is forcibly removed from pub-
lic institutions of learning. Children are penalized for
reading a New Testament during a lunch break or offer-
ing a silent prayer of thanksgiving before eating; and
yet, profanity of the most blasphemous and vilest of na-
ture, the deliberate, willful, explicit use of the word God

enerally in capitals) and the name Jesus Christ is to be
found in the literature required to be read by secon-
dary education students in every state in the Union. If I
have been accurately informed, films that contain pro-
fanity are used in classrooms in Pensacola. School li-
braries do contain books with the explicatives unde-
leted. Coaches do use, “incidentally and accidentally,”
profanity in addressing individuals on their teams.
Every student will attest that cursing is heard daily in
(Continued on page 8)
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the hallways and on the playgrounds; sometimes by
those educators who are opposed to “any discussion of
religion on school property.’

Can no one see the absurdity of such inconsistency?
The truth is that God has not been removed from the
public schools—it is only praying to God for blessing
that is proscribed. One may use God to bring a curse
upon anyone or anything by openly “praying” for God
to damn anything or anyone without fear of prosecu-
tion. Invoking the damnation of God upon someone’s
head is a prayer. Some may find that definition of curs-
ing to require a little thoughtful reasoning; but it is a
just and proper definition. It is asking God to do some-
thing—that is a petition and that is a prayer. God may
be coupled with “damn” but not with “bless.” One may
use God to curse a person or nation, but one may not
ask God to bless a person or nation.

Yet, these judges have a problem that is beyond sim-
Ele unawareness of grammatical law, a personal lack of

nowledge of religious practice, and their own personal
hypocrisy on the matter; both are willfully ignorant of
American jurisprudence. First, a plaintiff must have per-
sonal injury to gain legal standing; and, second, the case
must have factual evidence to sustain the allegation of
damage. As judicial activists, they are so in the habit of
creating statutory precedent and fabricating legislative
intent that they apparently overlooked the absence of
the presence of eitﬁer prerequisite for judicial review in
this situation.

As in the landmark Roe v. Wade decision, when the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth fi-

(Continued on page 9)

8
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ter; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And

Philip _said, If thou believest with all thine heart,
thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38 And he com-

manded the chariot to stand still: and they went

down both into the water, both Philip and the

eunuch; and he baptized him.

Philip, an evangelist (New Testament church planter)
sent out by the church (see April 2002 article “The Pil-
lar and Ground of the Truth) at Jerusalem fulfilled what
we call the great commission—the “goal” that believers
have been given. While this goal may be expressed by
quoting many Scriptures, John 20:21, effectively sum-
marizes the “goal” given to believers and required of
them on every day since the LORD Jesus uttered the
words.

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as
my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

The LORD Jesus did not leave His disciples wondering
what it was that He meant to be the occupation of His
disciples. We have a record of His ‘report’ to the One
Who sent Him as to what His responsibility had been.
That ‘report’ concisely, but unmistakably, ‘outlines’ the
goal of the believer. No child of God will be excused on
grounds of ignorance.

John 17 1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his

eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come;
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2

As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given
him. 3 And this is life eternal, that they might know

(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 15)
but he did not understand that which he held and read.
Acts 8
26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, say-
ing, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way
that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is
desert. 27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a
man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under
Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the
charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusa-
lem fgor to worship, 28 Was returning, and sitting in
his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 29 Then the
Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to
this chariot. 30 And Philip ran_thither to him, and
heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Under-
standest thou what thou readest? 31 And he said,
How can I, except some man should guide me? And
he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with
him. 32 The place of the scripture which he read was
this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like
a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not
his mouth: 33 In his humiliation his judgment was
taken away: and who shall declare his generation?
for his life is taken from the earth. 34 And the
eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of
whom sEeaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of
some other man? 35 Then Philip opened his mouth
and began  [Notice that he did not stop with the
passage in Isaiah, but that he began there.r

at the same scripture, and preached unto_him Jesus.
36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a

certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is wa-
(Continued on page 17)

THE BAPTIST HERITAGE FOR AUGUST 2002 1

Don Quixote Christians

(Continued from page 8)

nally emerged, the pledge decision was based upon a
fabricated event—in non-legal terms, a “lie.” This was
not a legal “shading of the truth,” an unintentional mis-
statement, or a misunderstanding, but a calculated, pre-
meditated, devious misrepresentation of the facts. This
was a court case based entirely upon perjured testi-
mony and fabricated pleadings and, as such, ought sum-
marily to be ruled as having “no standing.” Roe v. Wade
was a fictitious case—based upon non-existent circum-
stances, and so is this one. The judicial system of the
United States was knowingly and openly subverted in|
both instances and the system itself was used as a co-
respondent instrument of corrupting deceits and be-
came, by silence, a complicit tool in frauds.

This particular ruling will not stand; it will, I believe,
be overturned or dismissed by the courts of the land,
because the stench of corruption gags even senators.
However, Roe v. Wade will not be overturned nor will it
be dismissed, even though the feathers on the two birds
are identical. The nation has no way to purge its blood-
guiltiness in the slaughter of millions of babies. Amer-
ica, nearly fourteen gecades after the emancipation of
her several thousands of slaves, still struggles with ex-
actly how to purge finally and fully the national burden
of guilt of the misuse and abuse of humanity. To con-
sider the cleansing of the bloodstain of the millions of

oisoned, dissecteg, vacuumed, expunged living girls and
oys would entail more remorse than the national psy-
che could endure.

Contemporary demands are for monetary compensa-
tion to the fourth and fifth generation descendents of

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)
slaves as just retribution upon this nation, because
America, generations ago, had a small percentage of
citizens who tolerated slavery. What price would be de-
manded of the vastly greater number of those who
have profited by the massacre of innocents? What pen-
alty would be required for those jurists who illegally
sanctioned (by accepting a fraudulent petition) and en-
forced the butchery? What punishment would be ad-
ministered to those who murdered the fruit of their
own bodies—millions of whom are alive and are not
those, as the slavers, who lie buried in long ago forgot-
ten graves? No, the horrendous Roe v. Wade decision
will not be reversed because America will not repent.
Prayer and Bible reading will never be returned to
the public schools of America. That is not a prophecy.
That is not a prediction. It is a fact that ought to be ob-
vious to anyone who studies the demographics of the
American population. Biblical Christianity is on the de-
cline. Every student of religion should know that Ameri-
can religious expression has deteriorated drastically in
the last fifty years and that the prospect of a dynamic
reversal briniing “a Third Great Awaﬂening” is beyond
scriptural or historical expectation. A single drive across
the metropolitan Pensacola area will bring one into
multiplied encounters with bumper stickers that pro-
mote goddess worship, earth worship, self worship, and
atheism while other moving signboards carry messages
that are deliberate blasphemous slogans or downright
vulgarities. According to their affixed “advertising,” I
have seen witches driving new model, 4-wheel drive SUV
broomsticks. America may be more religious than ever
(Continued on page 11)
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Cotton Patch Version or Today’s Contemporary Version
would be chosen for its “easy comprehension” if a Bible
were actually used.) Would it be liberal or conservative?
What Bible would please all Americans? Would it be
Catholic, Protestant, cultic, or Moslem? (Thanks to
multi-culturalism, the Koran is now accepted by Ameri-
cans as legitimately being “the bible” for the Moslems,
“the world’s third great religion”—already, numerically,
the second.)

I would suggest there might be a measure of hypoc-
risy, as well as nest-feathering, among those leading
these misguided “save America” efforts. While these ac-
tivities obviously make people feel good, they raise false
expectations, drain off needed funds, and eventually
create a defeated attitude. Worse, they have no biblical
foundation for existence. The effort to “return the Bi-
ble and prayer to the public schools” is as biblical as
were the crusades to “return the Holy Land to Christian
control.” Do I desire that every child have access to a
Bible and to have it read to him or her? I would that
such were so. If that were the motive, there is a better
way to accomplish the task. The dollars thus far in-
vested could have purchased a premium quality, leather
bound Bible for every soul in America, if not the world.
The efforts expended could have delivered those bibles
to every address in the country, if not the world. How-
ever, placing a Bible in the hands of every soul is a no-
ble goal, but that action in itself is not the “goal” that
believers have been given.

The Ethiopian eunuch had a copy of Scripture in his

hand—moreover, he was reading a salvation passage,
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saying to the world is that our district has no faith in
rehabilitation.” Circuit judge Nickolas Geeker upheld the
arbitrator’s ruling that the teacher’s contract rights
had been violated because he was not handled in a
“progressive discipline” manner. At this writing, the
school board has yet to decide if it will appeal the rul-
in% (Information taken from the Pensacola News Jour-
na

The second ingredient in the transformation in
schools is that the character of the parents has also
changed. Parents are so wrapped up in self that the
term ‘secondary education’ has taken a new meaning.
The remaining portion is obvious—the character of the
student has changed. This is largely due to the inexpen-
sive babysitter that parents employ—television. Chil-
dren largely live as tEey are instructed or exampled.
Television, by itself, has reduced the morals of America
to those of the dog pen or hog lot. Returning prayer
and Bible reading to schools will not regenerate teach-
ers, parents, or students nor will it reform the charac-
ter of the teachers, the parents, or the students.

If Bible reading were returned to the public schools
tomorrow, which Bible would America use? Would it be
the Bible of the Jew, the Christian, or the Moslem? Or
would it be the writings of L. Ron Hubbard, joseph
Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, the Deli Lama, Confucius, Bud-
dha, or some other religion? If it were the Bible of the
Christian that was chosen, then which Bible would it be?
(I did not ask “which translation.” I readily concede
that America would not use the Authorized King James
Version—something more along the lines of the 1960’s
(Continued on page 15)
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before—but she does not worship the God of the Bible
in her religious fervor.

There is something deliciously delightful (like suck-
ing a lemon) in having a judge take his oath of office
with his hand upon the very Bible that he ejects from
public life and of having that same judge end that oath
of office with “so help me God” and then manufacture
the opportunity to rule to evict God from the nation.
Such a judge is a marvel of mental reservation and ma-
nipulation--almost as much as the petitioner in these
particular cases is. However, setting aside the moral
character of the fool (Psalm 14:1; 53:1 The fool hath
said in his heart, There is no God.) who lied in his peti-
tion of the court [The sorry excuse for a-father never
married the mother of his daughter. The mother has
full custody under a California court order; the family
court judge, obviously a wise person, did not trust him
to enroll her in any school. According to sources, the
father did not financially support his daughter until
the court enforced the law. The child attends “Sunday
School” (I do not know the name of church or
“church” involved.) and has led her class in saying the
pledge. He observes Jewish holy days.], and looking be-
yond the mental morality of the judges, there are inter-
esting observations that beg to be made in the after-
math of this decision.

While I make no conscious attempt to rank these in
any order of importance, certainly the least observation
is not that church attendance did not increase the Sun-
day after the pledge decision. It would appear that hy-
pocrisy is alive and well in both the halls of Washington
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